
Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed  

PO Box 5003  

Augusta, ME 04332 - 5003  
 

Our Mission :                                                                                                                              

óTo Protect and Improve the 28 Lakes & Streams of the Cobbossee Watershed.ó 

 

Four area lakes will benefit from funds awarded 

to the Kennebec County Soil & Water Conserva-

tion District (KCSWCD) and Cobbossee Water-

shed District (CWD) through grants associated 

with the EPA Federal 319 Clean Water Act. The 

grants provide funds for the repair/rebuild of 

poorly maintained camp roads, one of the largest 

contributors of NPS pollution.  The grants also 

provide support for the Friends LakeSmart-

Start!  and Slow-the-Flow programs. 

(Continued on Page 8)   

Free Grant $ Available!                 
Annabessacook, Tacomaõs, Pleasant Pond & 

Cobbossee To Benefit From DEP ò319ó Grants 

Winter Vacation Camp -  What a Blast!  
Take twelve 3rd & 4th graders, add three days of 

beautiful weather, provide them with a variety of 

engaging activities in an outdoors setting during the 

middle of winter and what do you get?  The 

Friends first ñWinter Vacation Campò is what! 

Led by Friends Education Director Tamara Whit-

more, the 3-day camp was held on February 20, 21 

& 22 during February school vacation week.  

Friends Board member Margaret Peacock gener-

ously provided her wonderful Cramôs Point School 

house located on Cobbossee Lake in West Gardiner 

The camp consisted of a mixture of indoor and out-

door activities based on daily themes: Winter Ecol-

ogy, where campers hiked through deep snow, 

learned strategies that animals use to survive Maine 

winters, and how the Abenaki Indians used the 

land; Animal Tracking, where campers learned 

how animals get around, found & identified bird 

and mammal tracks outside, and even dissected an 

owl pellet; and Ice Fishing, where campers studied 

what fish are in Maine lakes and how they live un-

der the ice in winter, followed up with an ice fish-

ing excursion where campers set their own traps. 

Says Tamara, ñIôm not sure who had more fun - the 

kids or me!  The outdoors often provides a great 

alternative to traditional classroom learning.ò   

(See Page 2 for more highlights on                     

this yearôs Winter Vacation Camp) 

When the Board of Directors eliminated member-

ship fees way back in 2003, some wondered if the 

strategy to rapidly raise awareness to the issues 

facing our watershed was too risky?  After all, 

how would the Friends be able to support opera-

tions, expand programs and sustain our mission?   

ñThe financial support from our members and 

supporters reaffirms the decision we made a few 

years ago when membership fees were elimi-

nated,ò says Jay Snider, Friends President.  ñWe 

felt that if we could offer programs and complete 

projects that achieved real, measurable results, 

financial support would follow,ò continues Snider.  

ñThe continued growth of our financial contribu-

tors since we began in 2002 supports that.ò  

 ñOn behalf of the entire board and staff, we are 

deeply grateful for the support that hundreds of 

individuals, businesses, and foundations continue 

to provide.  To all of you - many thanks!ò 

(See Pages 4,5,7 for a complete                         

listing of 2006 financial supporters) 
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Campers learn how ice fishing techniques from Cony 

High School senior Brad Hubert.  Brad will be back 

on the lake this summer as Captain of the OTTER II. 
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On the Water (with Spotter) is published three times a year for members and friends of the 

Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed.  For more information, or if you would like to submit an 

article or news item for publication, please contact Executive Director Bob Moore via phone, 

email or postal mail.  The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed is a registered 501(c)(3) not-for-

profit Maine corporation.  All contributions and donated services are deductible to the fullest ex-

tent of the tax laws.  MEMBERSHIP IS FREE!   Contact our offices to become a Friend today 

 

Campers find a snuggly shelter in a 
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ñWhooo did this owl have for dinner?ò  

Emily and other campers dissect owl 

pellets to figure out their owlôs menu.

 

Volunteer Brad Hubert helps campers 

prepare their ice fishing hole for traps. 

ñThank you for running the Winter Day Camp and for 

finding a way to make learning fun.  I loved all the 

games we played and I wish it ran longer.  I just 

wanted to let you know I had a great time and if you 

do it again next year, I want to do it again!! 

 Samuel K., Monmouth 

Outdoor Fun At The Friends Winter Vacation Camp   
February 20 -  22, 2007 on Cobbossee Lake  

Adrianna hides food in her nest during 
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BIG THANK YOUôS  go to the following for 

their generous support and help: 

Margaret and Greg Peacock; AmeriCorps mem-

bers Becky McKinnon, Caitlin Kersten & Sarah 

Schachter; Dorcus Miller, Colby Smith, Brad & 

Ben Hubert, Bobby Van Riper of the Maine 

Depôt IF&W and St. Maryôs School in Augusta. 

 

Friends Spring            

Vacation Camp!  

The Friends 2007 

Spring Vacation Camp will be held at the 

YMCA Camp of Maine, located on the west-

ern shores of Cobbossee Lake in East Win-

throp during school vacation - April 17 - 19. 

Open to all area 3rd, 4th & 5th graders, this 

outdoor, nature-orientated experience uses fun, 

hands-on activities that focus on a different 

nature theme daily. 

All campers will make their own T-Shirt & 

nature journal, complete an ñEarth Dayò pro-

ject, learn how to fish, and explore the out-

doors in ways they never have! 

Donôt Delay - Registration is limited!   

FMI. call Tamara at 621-4100 or go to our 

website at www.watershedfriends.com to        

 download a registration form. 
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ñSpotterõs Scholarsó                 
ñFriendsò in Education 

 

Tamara Whitmore 

Education 

Director 

Winthrop Middle School 

Students in Sally Stone and Michele 

�'�H�P�N�R�Z�L�F�]�¶�V�� �F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G�� �6�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �	��
Math 7th grade classes are learning 

about watersheds.  In January they 

�O�H�D�U�Q�H�G�� �K�R�Z�� �W�R�� �³�P�D�S�´�� �W�K�H�� �E�R�X�Q�G�D�U�\��
of a watershed and in March they will 

learn how water that runs off the 

land and into a lake can effect the 

�O�D�N�H�¶�V���Z�D�W�H�U���T�X�D�O�L�W�\���� 

Helen Thompson Elementary  

Starting in late March, fourth Graders from Mrs. Han-

�O�H�\�¶�V�� �V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �F�O�D�V�V�H�V�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�� �D�E�R�X�W�� �Z�D�W�H�U��
sheds by listening to the story of Linus Loon and 

participating in activities based on each chapter. 

Monmouth Middle School 

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �%�U�X�F�H�� �0�R�U�W�L�P�H�U�¶�V�� ���W�K��
grade science classes are using the 

watershed as the context to learn 

about ecology �²  the interactions of 

local plants, animals and non-living 

factors�² and the effects of humans 

on those interactions! 

Readfield Elementary 

�%�R�E�� �1�D�]�O�L�D�Q�¶�V�� ���W�K�� �*�U�D�G�H�� �6�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �&�O�D�V�V�H�V:  In November 

and December, these fourth graders learned about the 

water cycle, lake food webs, decomposers and compost-

ing. 

�'�R�Q�Q�D�� �'�D�F�K�¶�V�� ���W�K�� �*�U�D�G�H�� �6�F�L�H�Q�F�H�� �&�O�D�V�V�H�V:  This spring 

these classes will learn about manipulating populations 

of organisms at different levels in the lake food chain 

and will take an in -depth look at fresh water plankton.  

Carrie-Ricker Middle School 

Monique Frank and Wendy Hiendl-

�P�D�\�U�¶�V�� ���W�K�� �*�U�D�G�H�� �F�O�D�V�V�H�V����While read-

ing Linus the Loon, students are learn-

ing about big topics such as the water 

cycle, Biomagnification, Biodiversity and 

Eutrophication! 

�7�H�U�U�L�� �%�H�D�O�� �D�Q�G�� �6�K�D�U�R�Q�� �7�K�L�E�D�X�O�W�¶�V�� ���W�K��
Grade classes:  After mapping the 

boundary of our watershed, students 

learned about non-point source pollu-

tion and how planting vegetative buff-

ers at the shoreline of lakefront prop-

erty can protect the lake from polluted 

or nutrient heavy runoff.  

Carrie-Ricker Middle School 

�+�H�O�H�Q���&�R�O�E�D�W�K�¶�V�����W�K���*�U�D�G�H���&�O�D�V�V�H�V���D�U�H���E�X�V�\��
fostering a sense of stewardship for our water-

shed by learning how to delineate the bounda-

ries of watersheds, learning about common 

sources of non-point source pollution and land-

use decisions that homeowners face.  Future 

classes will cover topics including Invasive 

Aquatic Plants, the bioaccumulation of mercury 

in freshwater species, and other current issues. 

�6�W�����0�D�U�\�¶�V���6�F�K�R�R�O 

�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�¶�V�� �L�Q�� �6�X�V�D�Q�� �0�R�R�U�H�¶�V�� �H�L�J�K�W�K�� �J�U�D�G�H��
science classes learned about real world 

�H�[�D�P�S�O�H�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V�� �W�K�H�\�¶�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q��
learning by looking at issues affecting the 

Cobbossee Watershed.  Students learned 

how our local lakes were formed, how the 

addition of nutrients to a lake from runoff 

�F�D�Q���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���O�D�N�H�V���³�D�J�H�´�����D�Q�G���K�R�Z���V�L�P�S�O�H��
decisions in land use by land owners can 

make a big difference in protecting our 

lakes for the future.  

Mount Vernon Elementary 

�$�V�� �S�D�U�W�� �R�I�� �'�H�E�R�U�D�K�� �'�X�E�R�U�G�¶�V�� ���Q�G�� �J�U�D�G�H�� �F�O�D�V�V�H�V�¶��
year-long study on water quality, Friends pre-

sented a class on Lake Food Chains and Biomag-

nification of toxics in aquatic organisms. 

Education in the Watershed: Late Fall ô06 - Winter ô07 

Since beginning our year-round education offerings during the Spring of 2005, area school have welcomed us with open arms.  This school year alone, Educa-

tion Director Tamara Whitmore has been busy: nearly 500 students, 23 classes in 9 different schools for a total of 1600+ student hours through March 15, 

2007.  Teachers - If you would like to hear more about what the Friends can offer you in watershed education programming and lessons, Contact:                     

          Tamara Whitmore at  621-4100 or via email at tamara@watershedfriends.com 


