
Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed  

PO Box 5003  

Augusta, ME 04332 - 5003  
 

Our Mission :                                                                                                                              

óTo Protect and Improve the 28 Lakes & Streams of the Cobbossee Watershed.ó 

 

This summer, 14 area young men and women 

will be working to help preserve the Cobbossee 

Watershed as members of the Friends Youth 

Conservation Corps (YCC). 

Started in 2003 with staff made up of Ameri-

Corps*NCCC volunteers, the Friends formed 

their own YCC in 2005 comprised of six local 

high school students.  This year, thanks to the 

sponsorship of G&E Roofing & Charlieôs Mo-

tor   Mall   and  funding  from  grants  associated 

(Continued on Page 7)    

YOUTH CONSERVATION CORPS                 
òSLOWING THE FLOWó                         

Protecting the CW One Foot at a Time ! 

SUMMERTIME -  BRING IT ON!  
Summer in Maine - sometimes too wet, often too 

short, but always welcomed.  As with the  summer 

weather, Friends programs are heating  up as well! 

The OTTER II returns this summer in its ñdual 

roleò as ñfloating classroomò by day and ñice 

cream boatò by night - and weekends too! 

A fixture at area parades and events, the OTTER II 

is well known for its calypso-style music and fro-

zen treats as it now plies the water of 11 different 

water bodies of the Cobbossee Watershed, with  

Cochnewagon Pond being added this year! 

Sponsored by Clark Marine  and Hersheyôs Ice 

Cream, thereôs a good chance that the OTTER II 

will be somewhere nearby this summer.  For a full 

listing of the boatôs appearances, check out the 

schedule for the OTTER II on the back page of this 

issue.    

Volunteers and staff decked out in bright orange T

-shirts and toting clipboards will be a familiar 

sight to boaters once again this year at eight dif-

ferent boat launches of the Cobbossee Watershed. 

The Courtesy Boat Inspection (CBI) program 

completed over 40,000 inspections statewide in 

both 2005 and 2006, inspecting boats for invasive 

aquatic plants like milfoil and hydrilla, and edu-

cating the public on their devastating effects.   

Piloted in 2001 by the Lakes Environmental Asso-

ciation in Bridgton, ME, Courtesy Boat Inspec-

tions are  recognized by  the state of Maine as  the  

(Continued on Page 6) 

Courtesy Boat Inspectors  
òFirst Line of Defenseó Against Invasive Plants  
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Programs like ñSTF PlayDaysò (shown here at the 

State YMCA Camp) will be held for over 400 kids at 

area camps and recreation departments this summer. 

CBI Dan Tyler completes 

an inspection of a boat 

during Memorial Day 

weekend at the Annabes-

sacook Lake launch site.  

For 2007, the Friends will 

oversee CBIôs on 8 sites. 
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In last Fallôs newsletter, I discussed the 

critical role that local lake associations 

have in protecting and improving the 

freshwaters of the Cobbossee Watershed.  

With 28 different lakes and streams, it will 

take all of us to make a real difference in 

making sure that this resource is around to 

be enjoyed by future generations.  

Many area associations meet year round. 

Individually, the 7 lake associations of the 

CW are doing some great things.  

Collectively, these groups are making a 

difference in engaging their constituents: 

¶ Clean-Ups - Members of the Four 

Town Watershed Association (above) 

spent April 21 removing debris from the 

shores of Upper and Lower Pleasant 

Pond at the Thoroughfare Road launch. 

¶ Courtesy Boat Inspections - The 

Annabessacook Lake Improvement 

Associationôs entire board of directors 

were trained as CBIôs in 2005.  In 2006 

& 2007, funds provided by area lake 

associations have allowed CBIôs to staff 

eight boat launches at Torsey, 

Maranacook ,  A nnabessacook , 

Cobbossee, Woodbury & Pleasant Pond.  

¶ Community Events - Annual meetings 

and other events like the Concert on the 

Lake (Cobbossee), Boat Parade 

(Pleasant), and Fireworks (Tacomaôs) 

help galvanize community support.        

For links and contact information for all of 

the lake associations of the Cobbossee 

W a t e r s h e d ,  g o  t o  t h e 

<Links><Associations> tab on our 

website at www.watershedfriends.com.  
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On the Water (with Spotter) is published three times a year for members and friends of the 

Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed.  For more information, or if you would like to submit an 

article or news item for publication, please contact Executive Director Bob Moore via phone, 

email or postal mail.  The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed is a registered 501(c)(3) not-for-

profit Maine corporation.  All contributions and donated services are deductible to the fullest ex-

tent of the tax laws.  MEMBERSHIP IS FREE!   Contact our offices to become a Friend today 

Lake Associations  

Good Stuff Happening!  

Mark Your Calendar!  

When:  Wednesday, August 8   5:30 -7:30 p.m.  

Where:  Home of Dr. Jeffrey Timm   

  421 Pond Road, Manchester  

  Lake Cobbosseecontee              

Music:  Downeast Brass                                

Catering:  White Flour Catering                                 

Cost:   $75/pp  

(100% of your contribution goes to support Friends programs)  

5th Annual Cocktail Party  

(L) Over 125 

guests attended  

last yearôs Cock-

tail Party at the 

L a k e S m a r t © 

award winning 

home of Jay and 

Terry Snider.  

Now in its 5th 

year, this yearôs 

event promises to 

be the best yet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When:   Wednesday, July 4  8 AM (RACE START)  

Where:  American Legion, Winthrop  

Cost:   $15 pre -registered; $17 Day of Race   

Register:   by June 30 to receive your free T -Shirt 

featuring the òcooló logo above.  Visit our website to 

download an application or call our office at 621 -4100.  

MAJOR SPONSOR  Supporting Sponsors 

 

 

Bob Moore 

Executive Director 
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CALLING ALL 3
rd

, 4
th

 & 5
th

 graders! 
 

 

 Want a unique learning experience for your child this summer ? 
 

Tadpole Patrol  returns for the 4th year with all new activities aboard the OTTER II, 

the Friends of the Cobbossee Watershedôs 22ô pontoon boat.  Under the direction of 

Education Director Tamara Whitmore, the OTTER II is equipped to handle up to (12) 

3rd, 4th & 5th graders each session.  Over 300 children have enjoyed the interactive, 

óhands-onô experience aboard our ñfloating classroomò that is first and foremost FUN, 

utilizing professional equipment and structured activities that focus on water quality. 
 

 * Registration is just $8 per child and includes T - Shirt and ògrab bagó  

HOURS: 9am ð noon 

LAKE   PICK UP / DROP OFF  DATES (circle one)         

Cobbossee Augusta Country Club - Beach 6/28, 6/29, 7/19, 7/20, 8/23, 8/24 

Maranacook Norcross Point - Boat Launch 7/5, 7/6, 8/9, 8/10 

 Tacoma Lakes Woodbury Pond - Boat Launch 7/12, 7/13, 8/2, 8/3 

 Cobbossee St. Sportsmanôs Club, Gardiner 7/26 

 

 Wilson Pond Public Boat Launch  7/27 

 

 Annabessacook Augusta West Campground 8/16, 8/1 

Registration & Release of Liability Form                                                                      

Please Complete & Return With Payment To: 

 Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed, PO Box 5003, Augusta, ME 04332-5003 

 Name:            Age:          Entering Grade:       

Address:    Town/State/Zip:     

Parent/Guardian name:         

Daytime Phone    Home Phone      

Emergency Contact & Phone:       

Preferred session date:              2nd Choice:               3rd Choice:             

If your child has any allergies, asthma (uses an inhaler), physical limitations, or 

daily medication needs, please contact the office.   

I hereby give permission for my child to attend òTADPOLE PATROLó, offered by 

the Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed (Friends).  By signing below, I hereby in-

demnify and hold harmless the Friends and supporting agencies, and release any 

sponsors and representatives from all claims or liabilities arising from my childôs 

participation, unless said claim is proven to be the result of negligence.   Addition-

ally, I allow the Friends to use photographs or images of my child for appropriate 

promotional materials. 

Signature of Parent/Guardian:       

Date:     

 QUESTIONS?   Contact Tamara Whitmore, Education Director at             

621-4100 or tamara@watershedfriends 

òSlow- the - Flowó PlayDays             

Coming Soon to a Recreation      

Department or Camp Near You!  

   

Sponsored by: 

Over 1500 children have partici-

pated in a PlayDay since 2003.  Con-

sisting of 5 ñhands-onò activity sta-

tions, children learn about water 

quality aboard the OTTER II; learn 

about the local history of water con-

sumpt ion and pol lut ion in 

ñCommon Waterò; work as a team 

to design a method to ñslow the 

flowò of mock runoff into a pretend 

lake; plant an actual vegetative 

buffer along the lake shore; and 

paint their own ñPlant a Bufferò T-

shirt to take home with them. 

Sponsored by: 

LakeSmart -

Start!   
 

LakeSmart ðStart!  is a program offered by the Friends of the Cobbossee Wa-

tershed  that helps reduce the amount of pollution from entering the Cobbossee 

Watershed.  LakeSmart ðStart!  adds value & appeal to your waterfront property, 

while protecting the Cobbossee Watershed at the same time. LakeSmart ðStart!  

is aligned with the State of Maineôs LakeSmart© program, which annually 

awards the prestigious LakeSmart©Award  to waterfront property owners who 

practice sustainable landscaping. 

 ñWant some FREE landscaping advice ï and be a           

ñFriendò to the Cobbossee Watershed at the same time?ò 

¶ Contact the Friends at 621-4100 or email at  www.watershedfriends.com 

¶ A representative will meet with you on site and provide you with planting 

tips, ideas and suggestions on the right trees, shrubs and plants for your property. 

¶ After the meeting, you will receive a rough sketch of your property suggest-

ing what plants to use and where to plant them.  

¶ How much does it cost?     Thanks to sponsors DR Struck, Pat Jackson/Tri-

City & Royal Car Wash, the cost of LakeSmart ðStart!  is free! 

 ñNEED MORE INCENTIVEò? 

Use this *COUPON*  to 

save 15% on all trees, 

shrubs and perennials to 

help you be LakeSmart©   

 Not to be combined 

with any other offer. 

 Route 202, Winthrop  

Offer expires: 

10/31/2007 

Pat Jackson Inc./TriPat Jackson Inc./Tri--City City 

Septic Tank ServiceSeptic Tank Service  

Call 623-3223 or 622-2567 

Use this *COUPON* to 

save $10 on a septic tank 

cleaning &  receive a free 

bag of compost! 

Compost must 

be picked up at 

PJI, Penney 

Road Belgrade  

Receive a FREE PRE-

MIUM  car wash ($10 value) 

when you return this 

*COUPON*  and a receipt 

from a previous automatic 

wash from Royal Car Wash. 

No combining offers             

Rt. 202 & Royal St., Winthrop 

www.royalcarwash.net  
Offer expires: 10/31/2007 

Photo (L) - Children 

plant shrubs along the 

shoreline of Cobbossee 

Lake to ñSlow-the-Flowò 

of erosion  at  a PlayDay 

held in 2006 for Manches-

ter Recreation. 



Page 4 

 

STUDENT WORK  
 

òA SAMPLING FROM THIS YEARõS STUDENTSó 

Carrie Ricker Middle School 5th Grader Helen Thompson Elementary 4th Grader 

Readfield Elementary 5th Grader 

Carrie Ricker Middle School 5th Grader 

Carrie Ricker Middle School 5th Graders Readfield Elementary 5th Grader 

Carrie Ricker Middle School 

 Helen Colbath  

 Monique Frank 

 Sharon Thibault 

 Terri Beal - Jessica Marr 

 Wendy Hiendlmayr 

 Tracey Remington 

 Dave Mulcahy 

 

Helen Thompson Elementary 

 Sarah Hanley 

Monmouth Middle School 

 Bruce Mortimer 

Monmouth Academy 

 Andy Bosworth 

Saint Maryôs 

 Susan Moore 

 

Maranacook Community Middle 

 Karen Laverty 

Mount Vernon Elementary 

 Deborah Dubord 

 Leslie Boyce 

Winthrop Middle School 

 Michele Demkowicz 

 Sally Stone 

 

Readfield Elementary 

 Donna Dachs 

 Bob Nazlian 

 Nancy Moorman 

 

ñMAJOR  SUPPORT 

PROVIDED BYò 

The Friends Education Program is offered at no charge to area schools, largely due to a 5-yr, $150,000 grant from the Unity Foundation.  If your school is 

currently not taking advantage of curriculum designed to foster tomorrowôs stewards of this natural resource that is vital to the ecologic and economic viability 

of the Kennebec Valley, contact Education Director Tamara Whitmore by phone at 621-4100 or via email at tamara@watershedfriends.com. 

The Friends would like to thank the area schools and teachers who have invited the Friends Watershed Education program into their classrooms during the 

2006-2007 School Year.  Their enthusiasm and support have had a huge impact on the success of the program!  Additional thanks go out to the participating 

school administrators and staff members for their support as well.  
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ñSpotterõs Scholarsó                 
ñFriendsò in Education 

 

Tamara Whitmore 

Education 

Director 

ó06 - ó07...WOW!  What a great year for the Friends School Education Program! 

* 645  Students   * 25 classrooms * 9 different schools  * 3,135 total student hours  

 

A òscrapbookó 

October 4, 2006 

Winthrop Middle School Sev-

enth Graders test the tem-

perature of a Maranacook 

water sample. 

September 28, 2006 

Thomas College students 

board the OTTER II to 

learn about water qual-

ity.  

October 31, 2006 

Readfield Elementary 

Fifth Grade students 

test household prod-

ucts effects on algae 

growth.  

November 17, 2006 

Readfield Elementary Fourth Grad-

ers learn about the Water Cycle by 

pl
ay
in
g 

th
e 

ñI
nc
re
di
bl
e 

Jo
ur
ne
yò
 

game. 

February 2, 2007 

St.
 M

ary
ôs 

Eig
hth

 G
rad

e 
Stu

den
ts 

learn how land use decisions on 

their property might affect lake wa-

ter quality.  

May 24, 2007 
Carrie-Ricker Middle School Sev-

enth graders find out what is liv-

ing on the bottom of Woodbury 

Pond. 

June 5, 2007 

Carrie Ricker Fourth and 

Fifth grade students end 

their year with a field trip 

to Woodbury Pond. 
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The Maine Center for Invasive 

Aquatic Plants (MCIAP) are of-

fering workshops to help interested 

stewards learn how to identify inva-

sive aquatic invaders from native 

plants. 

Trained in Invasive Plant Patrol 

(IPP) procedures, volunteers play 

an extremely important in Maineôs 

early detection effort. 

This year, the MCIAP will be of-

fering seminars throughout the state 

of Maine for both basic and ad-

vanced training.  Sessions being 

held at locations nearby to the Cob-

bossee Watershed include: 

¶ Introduction to IPP             

Tuesday, July 3                     

8:00 a.m.ï 1:30 p.m.           

Fayette Central School 

 

¶ Advanced IPP                     

Wednesday, August 8           

1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.            

Bracket Environmental Center 

Auburn (VLMP.MCIAP office) 

To register or view all of the loca-

tions where sessions are being of-

fered, go to: www.mciap.org 

 

The Friends will be continuing 

plant control efforts of variable leaf 

milfoil on Upper Pleasant Pond this 

summer. 

In 2005, a hand removal project 

removed 72 cubic yards of milfoil - 

last October, (4) 10ô x 12ô bottom 

barrier mats were installed near the 

Upper Pleasant boat launch.  The 

mats will be relocated in June, with 

the area covered last year evaluated.  

FMI, contact Patrick Killeen at Pat-

rick@watershedfiends.com 

Additional IAP Efforts Ongoing  

Plant Patrols and Controls Part of the Mix  

(Continued from Page 1) 

ñfirst line of defenseò against invasive aquatic plants (IAP).  It is believed 

that the greatest chance of new infestations result from ñhitchhikingò plant 

fragments carried on boats and trailers.   

Patrick Killeen, an AmeriCorps*State volunteer provided by the Training 

Resource Center (TRC) in Portland, ME will oversee the Friends CBI pro-

gram, providing training and coordinating the scheduling of staff and volun-

teers.  Six CBI training sessions have already been held this year for the 

general public - additional sessions are available by contacting Patrick. 

For the second straight year, the Annabessacook Lake Improvement Asso-

ciation, Cobbosseecontee Yacht Club and Maranacook Lake Association 

have committed funds for paid staff; this year Torsey Pond has also joined 

forces with the Friends, largely due to the efforts of summer resident Andy 

Zuorski.  The Tacoma Lakes Improvement Society is also contracting with 

the Friends to administer the paid staff for the Woodbury Pond site. 

The Friends supplement funds provided by the various groups through 

funding supplied from the Maine DEP, contributions received from mem-

bers during its ñSummer Program Appealò and this yearôs business spon-

sors Wolfington Group  and Daveôs Appliance.  Ten area high school & 

college students have been hired and will staff the 8 sites for 8 hours on 

weekends and holidays, starting on Memorial Day weekend and continuing 

through Labor Day.  Volunteers are needed to fill additional hours and days.   

Friends Executive Director Bob Moore says, ñThe commitment of the area 

lake associations is a major reason why weôre holding the line against 

IAPôs.  Their members can clearly see what their contributions are going 

towards.ò  Inspections in 2003 (year one of the Friends program) totaled 

400.  Last year, inspections throughout the Cobbossee Watershed rose to 

over 4,000, with 2007ôs goal set at 5,000. 

 ô08 Milfoil Sticker & Registration Combined   

 

The Maine State Legislature recently passed LD 153, which allows the Maine 

Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IF&W) to combine the existing 

ôLake & River Protectionô (milfoil) sticker with the watercraft registration fee 

for residents. 

 

The IF&W estimates that $170,000+- annually will be made available to as-

sist the invasive aquatic plant efforts of both the IF&W and Maine DEP 

through reduced agent fees, mailing costs and additional efficiencies, along 

with additional stickers sold.  The IF&W says that itôs portion of the addi-

tional funds ($95,000 est.) will be used to 

offset a shortfall in the warden service mil-

foil account, while the DEP has stated that 

its share of the additional funds ($75,000 

est.) will be used to increase grants to or-

ganizations (like the Friends) working to 

control and eradicate existing infestations. 

 

The combined sticker is scheduled to go on 

sale next January. 

2007 Summer Program Appeal   

100% of all contributions go directly                     

to the program (s) of your choice 

Ǐ Youth Education   

Ǐ Youth Conservation Corps 

Ǐ Courtesy Boat Inspections 

Ǐ All Programs 

 

 Ǐ In Memory of: Ǐ  In Honor of:     

 Ǐ I wish this gift to be anonymous  

If you would like to support the Friends programs, clip this form and 

mail with your contribution to:  PO Box 5003, Augusta, ME 04332-5003.  

The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed is a 501(c)(3) not-for -profit and 

all contributions are deductible to the fullest extent of tax laws. 

Potential design of new sticker 

  
Friends Education Director Tamara Whitmore at the Friends booth 

along with member John Blouin and daughter at the Manchester Lionôs 

Home & Garden Show held April 6-8 at Augusta Civic Center. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
¶ Like dealing with the public & being outside?- Courtesy Boat Inspectors 

¶ Like working with kids? - ñSlow-the-Flow PlayDayò Assistance 

Just a 2-4 hour commitment yields incredible results!! 

Sponsored by: 




